THE VERY EARLIEST
LETTERS: CUNEIFORM
CLAY TABLET SENT
WITHIN TURKEY,
c.1750 B.C.




VERY EARLY SHIP
LETTER FROM CRETE
TO VENICE, 1361




EARLIEST RECORDED
BRITISH POSTAL
RATE, 1570/71




1642 FIRST POSTAL REFORM
PAMPHLET (G.B. INLAND
P.O. HAD STARTED IN 1635)
R

- - It 15 then humbly motioned unto the HonourableCammittee that
BIIELHY ﬂlCWIHg thc tr[].c Statc anl:j though -l” the reafons ht'l_t-1ru'nliu11u| with lome others , were not
- ' - . fpeaned inthe fequeltration, fince really they were motives there-
Tltll: ﬂi. thl’: CO M ]-'} T .[{.O L[, E R unto, and thH ltu[*t'itlih}r fuch as it concernes , thae it will be Found
e g i i both jult and equitable, elpecially with this fupreme Court oo equi-
or POST-MASTERGENERALL 'I.II."I:II.IItljuii.'[q?lgﬂhl'!' with the relt. be all L:.allnnu':l. betore the fe-

1]*11'“ ravion be removed.
But it Mr. Withering r doe (hll perfift decliningthe triallot his Pa-
Y2 Novembris, 37 Henrici 08 avi tent,and the E"a.llrtill-l_tl-:r11 of his :nilr_-ifl.:r.unn:-‘. eXAERerating |-! le-
L (ks y L gall putting out, and importuning fora repolleflion, in cafe this bo-
nourable Committee (hould beinclined thereto, may they pleafe on-
Latd Srdniupe |T to reftledt LI, hi v the Lord Srae fl.'|.".' w hole _|1|r-.]r: ellours én=
jv'o,-c'd thele Oflices for fourefcore yeares, as 18 notorious to all the
world ) had the Broad Seal of England likewile,was put out of pol=

of ENcLAND.

I He King granted unto Sic #7i fam Page?, principall Se=
ol cretary of State , and Fohs Mafon French Secretary,
A and the longer liver of them ,an Office called, 0fficinm B turmed out

M.:g{'ﬁi-'i' Nusncivrins Curforum [fve Poftarurs tam infia Ulegally,
REeomum noftrum Anglie , ouame in quibnfcunque aliis {eflion illegally, and that the fame Law which Mr. i#itherines ime=
partibus tranfmavinis in ;.-.ﬂ_.']f'n:dc:m.r}ﬂm t'.r{,ff-“?ff-‘-{‘-’ff, ploresto put him in againe, may be thought inclinable to repollefle
with aPenflionof 86 1. 135 4 d. per anmum , Tohold, occupy,and Oberwife  the Lord Sranbope firlt,the rather in regard, thac if the Lord stanbope
enjoy.by l]lfiﬂﬁ‘h’fﬁ-“r'Ih‘-"iff—“iﬁfi‘-'m' D?PUE}’-}""]' Deputies, f{:'fi”i-'- :“'[”-""""'"h” had not beenfirlt turned out illegally Mr.#ithering s had never come
rhrlrnwneh:._rc_s_. or the life nhTm]'m;g:crII_wc:rnr them. ‘.1'1&1.1.]4 pra- eomein atall, 10 8t allasalfo E ecaufe there is no Petition |.u'|u'.|:"_ the Lord stan-
ﬁl!-i_r.l_m1|'r_§1-i:-.‘n'rt{‘*¢:-’lﬂd ﬂd"“‘jr;g“ hd”i?.-?fm.fi 0 th“,ﬁ'El Office,m fuchy hopes before this H mourable Court, which laies n.'l.unl:r: to either for-
g ANDET and rorme.as o1r Erfan Teee hnight . orany ol 1ih e . « Farle farwicks . a € .
?:T:!};?;u:fﬂ:: E': ?‘1' {onsin the (23d Office, had I{;cfi »-{'.-Itlt“{:i cntu'ft"i :: ;lr:f.l:-ll[';'[:-ﬂ“!lm .th L :!111;: ; IL: ].mfi.j”h [{Fl s J_I“ 7 4. r. (,UE‘} UF
wth ; _ putation, in fuch cafe we humbly crave, and a competent
for the execution of it. time to anfwerit, fince the Lord Stawhaper,and the Poft-malters Pe-
My, 9 Eliz.abethe. The Queen grants unto Thomas Ff.m;e'y."p'i;l the titions have been put in thefe twelve monethes, and the Earle of
f:'l.l'E'I\L' OH'ICEJ -I]'I T!‘if.'ﬁ.‘ W{'&Td‘:’ﬁ -f‘irllir;: :’l'.:’l.'] _.'II..'_.'F.:_|",|' ri _-"*:’.'.'r.?.'u..-'.-_r;,'; {:;‘* f;g'.u_-,";.-r';;r,a;! W ill'l'i.-']i.l'n.i not I.II.I” !‘;'.."l‘] Ve l.LH-'l'!'- (ince : which hl‘i"l'lj,'_ I1-'IIT once t .ka"
communtiter vocatum Peftarum noftrarun: ¢ ”E"""-f""‘ F"'l’fe‘"":"""'I'_,”’.'-'fr"""""’_"'-’ﬁ" notice of, we do not only hope, but reft afiured 1t may [tand with the
li!f.."g'.I.':rjr-f?ilfrrq!.’flr?!f,"?'"!‘f:‘?#(' aliis ,I“afﬂ‘ﬂ:'h'.l‘f?‘rf-’-'_-*fa'-f-"-"?-'?f i Nojiro Dominicé Jufbice and Equity of this Supreme Aflembly, to ﬁrrlul 1§ our re=
rx:,"ﬁw.f,-'énf,wil.h the fame Penfion of 65 1L 1354 d per annint , ta ;iucltjv.rhl;l.'{.'h.'t:uu we muft fubmit our felves howloever.
hold as aforefaid, in asample manner and forme as Folz Mafen, o
any other that enjoyed the faid Office, Bec. - FINIS
A 14 Seps ;




THE FIRST
BRITISH
STAMPS;

EMBOSSED

REVENUE
TAX STAMPS
FROM 1694

1696 6d BLUE



FIRST WEST INDIES (ANTIGUA) PACKET, 1704




AU THORITY. i | THOMAS
2 ,, © ROWLANDSON
B ‘MAILCOACH’
CARICATURE,
PUBLISHED BY

FORES, 1785




FIRST BRITISH UNIFORM POSTAL RATES, FROM 1795
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PENNY SOLDIERS’
CONCESSION RATES




START OF STEAMER
MAILS; 1817 RIVER MAIL
+ 1838 S.S. ‘SIRIUS’




THE VERY FIRST BR|T|SH STAMP ESSAY, 1829
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INCORPORATED ' LY q ! | ACT OF

By : if PARLIAMEN'

THE DUKE OF CORNWALLS HARBOUR

AN

Haunceston & Vietoria

BAILWAY COMPANY.




FIRST MENTION OF POSTAGE LABELS, 1837

The only objection which occurs to me to the
universal adoption of this plan is the following :

POST OFFICE REFORM:

Persons unaccustomed to write letters, would, per-
haps, be at a loss how to proceed. They might
l - & Wy 1' ol B AT 3 ) - 2 LT --

IMPORTANCE send or take their letters to the Post Office without
having had recourse to the stamp. It is true that
on presentation of the letter, the Receiver instead of

PRACTICABILITY. oy & ) |
accepting the money as postage, might take it as the

- price of a cover, or band, in which the bringer
St might immediately inclose the letter, and then re-
direet it. But the bringer would sometimes be
unable to write. Perhaps this difficulty might be
obviated by using a bit of paper just large enough
to bear the stamp, and covered at the back with a
glutinous wash, which the bringer might, by apply-

LONDON

PUBLISHED BY CHARLES KNIGHT AND CO. ing a little moisture, attach to the back of the letter,

22, LUDGATE STREET

e so as to avoid the necessity for re-directing it. If




UNIQUE 1838 PROOF OF N.S.W. 2d LETTER-SHEET

Watermarked: EH
1838




LAST DAY FREE
+ 1d PAID F.D.C.

/// //:H:’?’f‘t-
% /f é’f,g,{/fzwf's—/:q%

2d UNPAID F.D.C.



PENNY POSTAGE F.D.C. - O.H.M.S. (FREE!), 1840
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FIRST EVER POSTAL HISTORIAN, R. COLE, 1840
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FIRST
U.S.
POSTAGE
STAMP

ON
COVER,
1842
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SWISS CANTONS’ 15t
ISSUES, 1843 & 1844




BRAZIL ‘BULL’s EYFE’
COVER 1843/1844
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POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS. IMMEDIATE.

NO CHARGE FOR DELIVERY.

o e
/géy‘f‘ff{ /t-/’?

SENT OUT. =t .’///_2" ,_,./r' .
'.'-:::'.. .'||!||! e e H___.C 4’7{’

EARLY 1st-

YEAR G.B.

REPLY-PAID
P.O.

TELEG RAM,
May 1870
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FIRST OFFICIAL PO AIRMAILS IN G. B 1911




FIRST P.H. AUCTION @

A print of the " Terms of the Sierra Leone Company to all such

settlers as shall sail from England,” dated Nov, 3 1791, A

higtoric document. Also an original receipt, dated 15 Febroary

SALES 1 and ?

1702 for a £50 Foomder's Share in the Sierra Leone Company
UoCTnencs
CATALOGUE of the FIRST o A “Wreek” cover—itself somewhat a * wreck ™ too '—H., in violet
“RALVED FROM S.5. JEBBA." Has K.E. 3d. Sierra lLeone
postage stamp and London arrival MAR. 20th 1807

Postar HistOorRY TR

3 A wreck posteard saved from S.5. CAIRO, from France |
A CT'O‘S Alexandria, 1S The ship was wrecked in the Bay ¢
U ! Alexandria. Cachet in manve in both French and English. Not
{Auetioneer i Mr. Leslle R. Ray) mentioned in Capt. Hopking' article referred to in previous fiont
), Mx., 1840-72: P., Mx., include Ionian Isl., Corfu and
T IRAYE Cefalonia, India (unpaid) and Manritius (3, all different)

(3) . 1815-1831: P.. Mx., including " Espagae

3 ’ I
OCTOBER 10th and 17ih Perpignant *  (in' red) and “NIZZA DI MARE™;

different umuised Ocean Penny Postage =
i936 6 1., ¥ 1815 Havana to Bordeaux: P. Liverponl 3.1 (in red).
ialso “ANGLETERRE ": another, 1854, New Orleans
Greenock = another, *, 1817, from Vera Crnz (rare) to London;

P.. *.* ‘““SANTANDER MONTANAS (in red)

2.30

Auction Rooms ARGENTINE
* 2 _ British P.O. in B.A. (2
typeg) and many French & incionding vermilion French
ROBSON LOWE LIMITED “ Colonies, Art—I8™ in two lines in frame 31mm. < 15imm.
a6, REGENT STREED
LONDON, W.1, England AUSTRALIA

i Prihiis ' e (23, Sydoney 1843, to Scotland ; 7., *7. LLE.

1851, S.I1. London. J.GH. type

(3} amd =, 1'_'_ =P --....'r‘.I-II

Australin

st i THLEESTAY BAHAMAS

i FWHITRAY precesding  Dig I =ale hotwer

R T e S T 0 m=. *.*. from Nassau, June 1857; P., "7 “ erowned cirele,” type E
(in red)




STAMP AUCTIONEER CARTOON HUMOUR, 1964

1964 SEPTEMBER



SECOND €LASS POSTAGE
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MY OWN
INTRODUCTION
TO
POSTAL HISTORY
(age 11), 1968




VERY LIKE MY FIRST PRESTAMP PURCHASE, 1973
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EMAILS TOOK OVER THE WRITTEN WORLD, 1990s

Dear Fellow Presenter!

| trust all s well with you and that you are making good progress with your présentation tor the Rossiter Trust seminar. This
IS just 1o remind you, as 1T that were needad (1), that 1t 15 now exacily one month until the seninar. At the moment wea have
nearly 60 attendees.

If you are like me then you will not yet have finished it - but are well on the way. However, | would like 1o have your PowerPoint
presentation at least one week in advance please 50 that it can be tested out on the Royal PS systems. The last thing we
want is that something does not work on the day - and | have known that happen on several occasions! | am looking forward
to 1t all and hope you are too

Attached is the handout for the day giving details of iming etc. Remember of course that "less is mora™ - this is not the place
[or a detalled istory of any particular subject, rather examples tollustrate the point{s) you want to make,




POSSIBLE ANSWERS TO TODAY’s QUESTION??

WRITING. STEAMER MAILS. P.H. COLLECTING.
PAPER. POSTAL STATIONERY. | |STAMPS BEYOND G.B.
POSTAL CHARGES. | | RAILWAYS. TELEGRAMS.

ROYAL MAIL. HILL's PAMPHLETS. POSTCARDS.

TAX LABELS. N.S.W. 1838 STAMPS. | [ MOTOR VEHICLES.
PACKET SHIPS. END OF FREE MAIL. AIRMAILS.
MAILCOACHES. O.H.M.S. MAIL. HUMOUR.

UNIFORM RATES. | |6t MAY 1840. EMAILS...... OR ??
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