
THE VERY EARLIEST
LETTERS: CUNEIFORM 

CLAY TABLET SENT 
WITHIN TURKEY,

c.1750 B.C.



VERY EARLY SHIP 
LETTER FROM CRETE 

TO VENICE, 1361



EARLIEST RECORDED 
BRITISH POSTAL 
RATE, 1570/71



1642 FIRST POSTAL REFORM 
PAMPHLET (G.B. INLAND 

P.O. HAD STARTED IN 1635)



THE FIRST 
BRITISH 
STAMPS; 

EMBOSSED 
REVENUE

TAX STAMPS 
FROM 1694

1696 6d BLUE



FIRST WEST INDIES (ANTIGUA) PACKET, 1704



THOMAS 
ROWLANDSON 
‘MAILCOACH’ 
CARICATURE, 

PUBLISHED BY 
FORES, 1785



FIRST BRITISH UNIFORM POSTAL RATES, FROM 1795

PENNY SOLDIERS’ 
CONCESSION RATES



START OF STEAMER 
MAILS; 1817 RIVER MAIL 

+ 1838 S.S. ‘SIRIUS’



THE VERY FIRST BRITISH STAMP ESSAY, 1829



START OF BRITISH RAILWAY MAILS, 1836/40



FIRST MENTION OF POSTAGE LABELS, 1837



UNIQUE 1838 PROOF OF N.S.W. 2d LETTER-SHEET

Watermarked: EH
1838



LAST DAY FREE 
+ 1d PAID F.D.C. 

2d UNPAID F.D.C.



PENNY POSTAGE F.D.C. - O.H.M.S. (FREE!), 1840



FIRST DAY COVER OF WORLD’S 1st STAMP, 1840



FIRST EVER POSTAL HISTORIAN, R. COLE, 1840



FIRST 
U.S. 

POSTAGE 
STAMP 

ON 
COVER, 

1842



SWISS CANTONS’ 1st  
ISSUES, 1843 & 1844

Basel

Zurich

Geneva



BRAZIL ‘BULL’s EYE’ 
COVER 1843/1844



EARLY 1st-
YEAR G.B. 

REPLY-PAID 
P.O. 

TELEGRAM, 
May 1870



1st-WEEK G.B. 
1870 POSTCARD; 

1,517 WORDS!



FIRST HORSELESS CARRIAGES, 1890s



FIRST OFFICIAL P.O. AIRMAILS IN G.B., 1911



FIRST P.H. AUCTION



STAMP AUCTIONEER CARTOON HUMOUR, 1964



MY OWN
 INTRODUCTION 

TO
POSTAL HISTORY 

(age 11), 1968



VERY LIKE MY FIRST PRESTAMP PURCHASE, 1973



EMAILS TOOK OVER THE WRITTEN WORLD, 1990s



POSSIBLE ANSWERS TO TODAY’s QUESTION??

WRITING.
PAPER.
POSTAL CHARGES.
ROYAL MAIL.
TAX LABELS.
PACKET SHIPS.
MAILCOACHES.
UNIFORM RATES.

STEAMER MAILS.
POSTAL STATIONERY.
RAILWAYS.
HILL’s PAMPHLETS.
N.S.W. 1838 STAMPS.
END OF FREE MAIL.
O.H.M.S. MAIL.
6th MAY 1840.

P.H. COLLECTING.
STAMPS BEYOND G.B.
TELEGRAMS.
POSTCARDS.
MOTOR VEHICLES.
AIRMAILS.
HUMOUR.
EMAILS…… OR ??
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