The Treatment of British Mail
on the Continent
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Very nice 18559etter from Edinburghl—ﬂanoveIStreet)to Gothenburr

via Hamburgwith 1sgreenembossedtampand 2d starspaying the
1s2d rateto Sweden Thestampsare in perfectcondition




This is what one usually finds as description of a lett
from dealers or auction houses.

A Thephilatelic aspectof a letter with stamps attached
are in the foreground

A If at all, fees and routings are only mentioned in
passing

A Knowledge ofwhat happened to a letter once it
arrived on the continenoften seems to be very limited
Or nonexistent.

A We will come back to this letter later on.




As we unfortunately only have 45 minu

today, | can only give you a very brief
Insight into the sometimes very comp
framework conditions that are necess:s

to understand the treatment of letters ¢
the continent. | will do this today with ¢
few examples of letters from the UK tc

Sweden. If we have some time left at t
end, | would like to show you two mor
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examples that illustrate this complexity




Mail transport from the United Kingdom to Sweden v
complex and varied for a number of reasons.

A Severaldifferent routes partly dependent on weather
conditions

A Theexpansion of the railwaynetwork on the continent
led to various changes of routes

A Onlyone postal treaty between the UK and Sweden
but thiswaseffectivefor onlythreeyears
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Hamburg

[
Hannover Berlin




Thepostal treatiesbetweenthe UK andotherstates
(aboveall with Prussiand Denmarkwere important

Thefollowingpostaltreatiesalsoinfluencedoutesand rates
U Prussia Sweden
U Prussia Denmark
U Denmark Sweden

Theresultingsettlementms different currencieand the different
weightprogressions thesecountriegomplicatehe
Interpretatiornof lettersevenfurther




Conversion Rates of Currencies

1 Rd= 48 sk.bcdaSwedish)

1 sk.bco= 3 Ore (Swedislirom 1858)
1sa 30 sk.bcaSwedishuntil1858)
1s& 90 Ore (Swedisfrom 1858)
1sgra sk.bco

1s= 10 sgr

1s= 13% Hamb. Schilling

4 hamb Schilling = 3gr




Factors that were Important for the
Selection Routes

A Speec

U maiktcoach

U ship

U train
A Price(postagerates
A Frequencyreliability)




By Thames-Packet

(General Steam Navigation Company)
1832 — 1853

Hamburg as the Hub for Mail to
Skandinavia




Routegor
mailfrom
Hamburgo
Swedenuntil

1846

Hamburg

o Stettin




Thames-Packet 1840 - 1846
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25-11-1845 d Londorto Stockholm

Ratedasa singleletter the UKwitha weightof below?2z oz or 14 g

Londor® Hamburg= 1s8d

ElbePostage= 4 HamburgSchillings= 10 skbco

In Denmarkchargedas a double letter (above % Lothor 11.7 g) therefortransitHamburgd
Helsingborg= 64 skbco

Swedishnlandrate = 8 skbco

Total= 82 skbcoor 1 Rd 34 skbco




By Thames Packet from London to
Hamburg as Alternative Route

Between 1847 and 1850, the Thames Packet was no
longer the main route for mail from the UK to Sweden.
The main route was now via Belgium.

Under the terms of tHeritishkDanish postal treatfin
force from 1 October 1846) and theostal treaty
between Denmark and Swede@mlid from 1 January
1848), it was now possible to send letters part paid to
Hamburg as well as completely unpaid from the UK to
Sweden .




Unpaid Letter

UKshare= 6d, convertedo 7 Sch

+ 4 SchElbePostage= 11 Sch

11 Schilling = 27Ysk.bcot+ 24
sk.bcofor the Danistand Swedish
share= 51% sk.bcoor

1Rd 3sk.bco6 Rundstiicken
Theblue5 shouldoe the conversion i
of 6d to 5 Silbergroschen.

26-02-1850 0 Londorto Uddewalla
via Helsingborg
Firsthandedmistakenlyromthe
Hamburg City Post Offide the
Swedish Post Office in Hamburg
onthesameday fromthereto the
DanisHPost Office in Hamburgjost

W likely becauseof difficultweather

conditionsn early March.




The Postal Treaty between the

UK and Sweden, relevant from
O1-01-1851




The first and only postal treaty that the United Kingdo

Mail by Thames-Packet under the
1851 Postal Treaty UK — Sweden

concluded with Sweden became relevant from
1 January 1851. The effects were:

u
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The ThameBacketbecamethe normal routdor

mail betweenthe UK andSwedenagain

rateswere reducedto1s3d/40 sk.bco

Mail couldbe sentprepaid to destination

Mail wasnowsentin closedmailbags (ClosedMail)
via Denmark

This postal treaty again increased the importance
the Thames Packet, but only for a period of about
three years.
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Paid Letters per Thames-Packet under the
British- Swedlsh Pos’rql Treaty of 1851

CXTANg 19-11-1852
3l NewcastlainderLyme
4‘ to Stockholm

%d/f/%/él

1s3d d paid to destination
Onthefronttransitpostmarkof
Helsingborg

4d = Danishransitfee




The Route via Belgium, Aachen

and Prussia in Open Mail
1847 — 1852

The railway becomes the most
important means of transport




The Postal Treaty between the UK and

Prussia, relevant from 01-01-1847

On 01-01-1847 the postaltreaty betweenthe UK and
Prussiazameinto effect This made the route via
Belgium and Prussia the main route for the time being
The postal treaty was inspired by thentinuous
expansion of the railway from Ostend through Belgiunr
via Aachen to Berlin and Hamburg

In principle, théotal charges were halved.etters could
be paid to destination

0 Mall travelled onsix days of the week

U Mall arrivedin Hamburg one day earlier

U Malil was sent through PrussieCasen Mail.




Expansion of the Railway in Belgium and Germany

Stralsund
Lubeck

Hamburg

Hannover




Paid Letters via Stralsund and Ystad
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26-06-1850 0 Londorto Uddewallavia Stralsund

Paidto destinatior= 1s10d

Prussiashare= 4d

Swedislshare= 10d = 8 sgrwhichwere notedby Prussias Weiterfranko

The UKpaid 2d to Belgiunfor transit Thus 6demainedasthe sharefor the UK.




Unpqld LeHers via Stralsund and Ystad

15-10-1851 o0 Londorto Carlskrona
via Stralsund

TransiBelgiunes 2d
12 sgrhadto be paid by Swederto
Prussia 8 sgrfor lettersfromthe UK plus
4 sgrfor Prussiatransit= 12 sgr

The Britiseharewas6% sgr (8d) which
Prussiaotedonthe backof theletter. The
UKpaid 2d to Belgium
Therecipienthadto pay 1 Rd 12 Skilling
(60 Skillinga  2r0 sgp).




Via Belgium, Aachen and Hamburg
City Post-Office in Closed Mail under
the New Postal Treaty between the
UK and Prussia (DOPV)

1852 — 1862




The Postal Treaty between the UK and

Prussia, effective from 01-08-1852

On 1 August 1852, a new postal treaty between the
UK and Prussia on behalf of the Gerrfarstrian

Postal Union (DOPV) came into force .

U Postagaateswere considerablyoweredto (1s2d /
36sk.bco)

U Lettersvere nowsentin ClosedMail via the City Post
Office in Hamburgl'he Hamburg post office also took
over the accounting with the Scandinam@ghbours

0 Accountancy was now calculate&ilbergroschen

0 To bring letters as close as possible to their destination
IN Swedervarious shipping routggere used.
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Paid Letters in Closed Mail to Hamburg

11-01-1855 6 Edinburgh to

& Gothenburg

2 & As the letter was sent during
@ winter it was transferred via
Denmark.
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Paid 1s2d
4d for the UK minus Y2tb Belgium
10d for Prussianinus %2d to
Belgium

6d of the10d = 5 sgrnotedas
Weiterfrankq 2% sgrfor Sweden
and 2% sgrto Denmarlastransit
fee.

| s RN

f L >
SV VP2
.

v/




Via Belgium, Aachen and Stettin in

Open Mail als Secondary Route
1853 - 1863




The port ofStettinhad been directhaccessible
by railway from Berlin since 184&hile
Stralsund was not connected to the railway un
1863. Therefore, on some days of the week, It
was mordavourablefor mail from the UK to
take the diversion via Stettin in order to arrive
iIn Sweden more quickly. However, postal
customers in the UK had to explicitly choose t
route.

Malil via Stettin was sent [BBrussian Open
Mail. However, covers sent via this route are
the exception and are not often seen.




Paid Letters in Open Mail via Stettin

10-11-1856 o Londorto S6derham

These letters can ecognisedy the Aachen transit

postmark The transit postmarks from Hamburg are missing, as
the mail was routed directly to Stettin via Berlin.

Paid1s2d

Weiterfranko5 sgrfor Sweden




Unpaid Letters in Open Mail via Stettin

06-06-1857 o Londorto Stockholm

In addition to the British cancellations
only thetransit postmark of Aachen
can be found on unpaid letters.

Theaddresseenadto pay 1Rd 3k
(51sk.bcoastheletter wasregarded
asa doubleletterin Sweden(seeo 2 (
4/3 writtenby the Prussiaiost Office
4 = 4 sgrforeignclaim

Of those4 sgrthe UKclaimwas3 sgr
1 sgrfor Belgium

3 = 3 sgrfor Prussia

4




The Expansion of the Railway

Network in Sweden
1862 - 1864




e Stettin

Hamburg




The Postal Treaty UK-Prussia




The Postal Treaty between the UK and

Prussia, in Force from 01-01-1863

On 1 January 1863, a new postal treaty between the
United Kingdom and Prussia, on behalf of the Germa
Austrian Postal Union (DOPV), came into force. This
resulted in the following:

U Theratesfor paid letterswere loweredto 1s
Ratedor unpaidlettersremainedunchanged
(now108 Ore). Paidletterswere nowcheaper
thanunpaidletters

U Theaccountancyotationdor rateswhichhadto
be paid by the UKto Prussiare writtenin
Silbergroschen.




Paid Letters in Closed Mail from 1863 onwards

05-10-1864 d Liverpoolo Ystad
Paidletter= 1s

7Y% sgr= Total share for DOPV, Sweden and Denmark
5 sgr = Total Swedish anBanistshare




The Brief Intermezzo by Prussian
Open Mail from
19 June to 31 October 1865
and the Subsequent Route
by Prussian Open Mail via Stralsund




After the end of the Germabanish War, there
was a period of about four months during which
the postage for prepaid letters was reduced by
1d to 11d. Malil was now routed exclusively
through Prussia &pen Mail (leaving out
Hamburg)

This brief period, from which only a few covers
are known, ended with the Britl3hnish postal
treaty on 1 November 1865. However, ttmite
via Stralsund by Prussian Open Marhained at
least as a theoretical option after this date,
although iplayed virtually no roldor mail from
the UK.




Paid Letters in Open Mail via Stralsund

09-09-1865 d Newcastle on Tyrte Uddewalla

Paid lettersfromthisshortperiod of lessthanfour and a halfmonthsre very scarce
By Prussia®pen Mail via Stralsund and Malmo per SODRA ST.BANAN

Paid =11d sincel9 June 1865

UKowed DOPV =6% sgr (8d)

Prussiawed SwedenWeiterfrankg = 3% sgr (5d)




