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Very nice 1855 letter from Edinburgh (Hanover Street) to Gothenburgh 

via Hamburg with 1s green embossed stamp and 2d stars paying the 

1s2d rate to Sweden. The stamps are in perfect condition. 



This is what one usually finds as description of a letter 

from dealers or auction houses. 

Å The philatelic aspects of a letter with stamps attached 

are in the foreground.

Å If at all, fees and routings are only mentioned in 

passing.

Å Knowledge of what happened to a letter once it 

arrived on the continentoften seems to be very limited 

or non-existent.

Å We will come back to this letter later on.



As we unfortunately only have 45 minutes 

today, I can only give you a very brief 

insight into the sometimes very complex 

framework conditions that are necessary 

to understand the treatment of letters on 

the continent. I will do this today with a 

few examples of letters from the UK to 

Sweden. If we have some time left at the 

end, I would like to show you two more 

examples that illustrate this complexity.



Mail transport from the United Kingdom to Sweden was 

complex and varied for a number of reasons.

Å Several different routes, partly dependent on weather 

conditions 

Å The expansion of the railway network on the continent 

led to various changes of routes

Å Only one postal treaty between the UK and Sweden, 

but this was effective for only three years
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The postal treaties between the UK and other states 

(above all with Prussia and Denmark) were important. 

The following postal treaties also influenced routes and rates

ü Prussia - Sweden

ü Prussia - Denmark

ü Denmark - Sweden

The resulting settlements in different currencies and the different 

weight progressions in these countries complicate the 

interpretation of letters even further.



ConversionRates of Currencies

1 Rd = 48 sk.bco (Swedish)

1 sk.bco = 3 Öre (Swedish from 1858)

1s å 30 sk.bco (Swedish until 1858)

1s å 90 Öre (Swedish from 1858)

1sgr å 3 sk.bco

1s = 10 sgr

1s = 13½ Hamb. Schilling

4 hamb. Schilling = 3 sgr



Factors that were Important for the 

Selection Routes

ÅSpeed

ü mail-coach

ü ship

ü train

ÅPrice (postage rates)

ÅFrequency (reliability)



By Thames-Packet 

(General Steam Navigation Company)

1832 ð1853

Hamburg as the Hub for Mail to

Skandinavia



Routes for 
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1846



Thames-Packet 1840 - 1846

25-11-1845 ð London to Stockholm

Rated as a single letter the UK with a weight of below ½ oz or 14 g

London ð Hamburg = 1s8d

Elbe Postage = 4 Hamburg Schillings = 10 sk.bco

In Denmark charged as a double letter (above ¾ Loth or 11.7 g) therefor transit Hamburg ð 

Helsingborg = 64 sk.bco 

Swedish inland rate = 8 sk.bco

Total = 82 sk.bco or 1 Rd. 34 sk.bco



By Thames Packet from London to

Hamburg as Alternative Route

Between 1847 and 1850, the Thames Packet was no 

longer the main route for mail from the UK to Sweden. 

The main route was now via Belgium.

Under the terms of the British-Danish postal treaty (in 

force from 1 October 1846) and the postal treaty 

between Denmark and Sweden(valid from 1 January 

1848), it was now possible to send letters part paid to 

Hamburg as well as completely unpaid from the UK to 

Sweden . 



Unpaid Letter

UK share = 6d, converted to 7 Sch

+ 4 Sch Elbe Postage = 11 Sch

11 Schilling = 27½ sk.bco + 24 

sk.bco for the Danish and Swedish 

share = 51½ sk.bco or 

1Rd 3 sk.bco 6 Rundstücken. 

The blue 5 should be the conversion 

of 6d to 5 Silbergroschen.

 

26-02-1850 ð London to Uddewalla 

via Helsingborg

First handed mistakenly from the 

Hamburg City Post Office to the 

Swedish Post Office in Hamburg and 

on the same day from there to the 

Danish Post Office in Hamburg, most 

likely because of difficult weather 

conditions in early March.



The Postal Treaty betweenthe

UK and Sweden, relevant from

01-01-1851



Mail by Thames-Packet under the

1851 Postal Treaty UK ðSweden
The first and only postal treaty that the United Kingdom 

concluded with Sweden became relevant from 

1 January 1851. The effects were:

ü The Thames-Packet became the normal route for 

mail between the UK and Sweden again

ü rates were reduced to1s3d/40 sk.bco 

ü Mail could be sent prepaid to destination 

ü Mail was now sent in closed mail bags (Closed Mail) 

via Denmark

ü This postal treaty again increased the importance of 

the Thames Packet, but only for a period of about 

three years.



Paid Letters per Thames-Packet under the

British-Swedish Postal Treaty of 1851

1s3d ð paid to destination

On the front transit postmark of 

Helsingborg

4d = Danish transit fee

19-11-1852

Newcastle under Lyme

to Stockholm



The Route via Belgium, Aachen 

and Prussiain Open Mail

1847 ð1852

The railway becomesthe most

important meansof transport



The Postal Treaty betweenthe UK and 

Prussia, relevant from 01-01-1847
On 01-01-1847 the postal treaty between the UK and 

Prussia came into effect. This made the route via 

Belgium and Prussia the main route for the time being.

The postal treaty was inspired by the continuous

expansion of the railway from Ostend through Belgium 

via Aachen to Berlin and Hamburg.

In principle, the total charges were halved. Letters could 

be paid to destination. 

ü Mail travelled on six days of the week.

ü Mail arrived in Hamburg one day earlier.

ü Mail was sent through Prussia as Open Mail.



Expansion of the Railway in Belgium and Germany
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Paid Letters via Stralsund and Ystad

26-06-1850 ð London to Uddewalla via Stralsund

Paid to destination = 1s10d

Prussian share = 4d

Swedish share = 10d = 8 sgr which were noted by Prussia as Weiterfranko 

The UK paid 2d to Belgium for transit. Thus 6d remained as the share for the UK.



Unpaid Letters via Stralsund and Ystad

UK = 6d

Transit Belgium = 2d

12 sgr had to be paid by Sweden to 

Prussia = 8 sgr for letters from the UK plus 

4 sgr for Prussian transit = 12 sgr

The British share was 6¾ sgr (8d) which 

Prussia noted on the back of the letter. The 

UK paid 2d to Belgium.

The recipient had to pay 1 Rd 12 Skilling 

(60 Skilling å 2s or 20 sgr).

15-10-1851 ð London to Carlskrona 

via Stralsund



Via Belgium, Aachen and Hamburg  

City Post-Office in ClosedMail under

the New Postal Treaty betweenthe

UK and Prussia(DÖPV)

1852 ð1862



The Postal Treaty betweenthe UK and 

Prussia, effectivefrom 01-08-1852
On 1 August 1852, a new postal treaty between the 

UK and Prussia on behalf of the German-Austrian 

Postal Union (DÖPV) came into force . 

ü Postage rates were considerably lowered to (1s2d / 

36sk.bco)

ü Letters were now sent in Closed Mail via the City Post 

Office in Hamburg. The Hamburg post office also took 

over the accounting with the Scandinavian neighbours.

ü Accountancy was now calculated in Silbergroschen.

ü To bring letters as close as possible to their destinations 

in Sweden various shipping routes were used.
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Paid Letters in ClosedMail to Hamburg

11-01-1855 ðEdinburgh to 

Gothenburg

As the letter was sent during 

winter it was transferred via 

Denmark. 

Paid 1s2d

4d for the UK minus ½d to Belgium

10d for Prussia minus ð ½d to 

Belgium

6d of the 10d = 5 sgr noted as 

Weiterfranko, 2½ sgr for Sweden

and 2½ sgr to Denmark as transit 

fee.



Via Belgium, Aachen and Stettinin 

Open Mail als SecondaryRoute

1853 - 1863



The port of Stettinhad been directly accessible 

by railway from Berlin since 1843, while 

Stralsund was not connected to the railway until 

1863. Therefore, on some days of the week, it 

was more favourablefor mail from the UK to 

take the diversion via Stettin in order to arrive 

in Sweden more quickly. However, postal 

customers in the UK had to explicitly choose this 

route.

Mail via Stettin was sent by Prussian Open 

Mail. However, covers sent via this route are 

the exception and are not often seen.



Paid Letters in Open Mail via Stettin

10-11-1856 ð London to Söderham

These letters can be recognisedby the Aachen transit 

postmark. The transit postmarks from Hamburg are missing, as 

the mail was routed directly to Stettin via Berlin. 

Paid 1s2d

Weiterfranko 5 sgr for Sweden.



Unpaid Letters in Open Mail via Stettin

06-06-1857 ð London to Stockholm

In addition to the British cancellations, 

only the transit postmark of Aachen

can be found on unpaid letters.

The addressee had to pay 1Rd 3sk 

(51sk.bco) as the letter was regarded 

as a double letter in Sweden (see ò2ò).

4/3 written by the Prussian Post Office 

4 = 4 sgr foreign claim

Of those 4 sgr the UK claim was 3 sgr 

1 sgr for Belgium

3 = 3 sgr for Prussia



The Expansion of the Railway 

Network in Sweden 

1862 - 1864
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The Postal Treaty UK-Prussia

1863



The Postal Treaty betweenthe UK and 

Prussia, in Force from 01-01-1863
On 1 January 1863, a new postal treaty between the 

United Kingdom and Prussia, on behalf of the German-

Austrian Postal Union (DÖPV), came into force. This 

resulted in the following:

ü The rates for paid letters were lowered to 1s.  

Rates for unpaid letters remained unchanged 

(now 108 Öre). Paid letters were now cheaper 

than unpaid letters. 

ü The accountancy notations for rates which had to 

be paid by the UK to Prussia are written in 

Silbergroschen.



Paid Letters in ClosedMail from 1863 onwards

05-10-1864 ð Liverpool to Ystad

Paid letter = 1s

7½ sgr = Total share for DÖPV, Sweden and Denmark

5 sgr = Total Swedish and Danish share



The Brief Intermezzo by Prussian 

Open Mail from 

19 June to 31 October 1865 

and the Subsequent Route 

by Prussian Open Mail via Stralsund



After the end of the German-Danish War, there 

was a period of about four months during which 

the postage for pre-paid letters was reduced by 

1d to 11d. Mail was now routed exclusively 

through Prussia as Open Mail (leaving out 

Hamburg).

This brief period, from which only a few covers 

are known, ended with the British-Danish postal 

treaty on 1 November 1865. However, the route 

via Stralsund by Prussian Open Mail remained at 

least as a theoretical option after this date, 

although it played virtually no rolefor mail from 

the UK.



Paid Letters in Open Mail via Stralsund

09-09-1865 ð Newcastle on Tyne to Uddewalla

Paid letters from this short period of less than four and a half months are very scarce. 

By Prussian Open Mail via Stralsund and Malmö per SÖDRA ST.BANAN 

Paid = 11d since 19 June 1865 

UK owed DÖPV = 6¼ sgr (8d)

Prussia owed Sweden (Weiterfranko) = 3¾ sgr (5d)


