
WHAT IS POSTAL HISTORY?

24 September 2025

Birthe King

An Open Goal …



So, a Danish Rune Stone

King Harald ordered that these stones be made 

after Gorm his Father and after Thyra his Mother 

– the Harald who gathered the whole of 

Denmark and Norway and made the Danes 

Christian.

About 900 AC



Postal Administrations – Danish Royal Decree

Royal Decree by the Danish King Frederik III, 

30 November 1653, regarding the 

organisation of postmen in Denmark and 

Norway. The ten pages detail how and when 

the mail should be handled across the vast 

area covered by the Kingdom, including 

Hamburg. The Decree is already in effect 

under the General Postmaster, Povel 

Klingenberg.

F.Ex. “2.The present organisation of the post 

will continue between Copenhagen and 

Christiania (Oslo) as previously, and the 

Governor must arrange for letters from 

Copenhagen to Christiania, in winter as well as 

in summer to be delivered exactly within six 

days.”



Postal Administrations - Thurn and Taxis

22nd November 1862, Entire letter sent from 

Lübeck to Bordeaux with postage paid by the 

receiver, noted with handstamp 6 Decimes (used 

in Paris on Lubeck-Hamburg Thurn and Taxis 

mail). Datestamped LUEBECK F.TH.u.TAX.P.A. 

second type without year (ArGe 87), used 1853-

1860.

The Thurn-und-Taxis Post was a private postal service, a successor to the Imperial Reichspost 

of the Holy Roman Empire. The Thurn-und-Taxis Post was operated by the Princely House of 

Thurn and Taxis between 1806 and 1867, based in Regensburg from its creation in 1806 

until 1810 when it relocated to Frankfurt am Main where it remained until 1867.



Commerce – The Corsini Correspondence

22 November 1579 merchant’s mail, carried privately, 

from Mathia Lederer in Antwerp 

to the Magnificent Domino Philippo Corsini in London. 



Commerce – The Corsini Correspondence

The first part of the letter refers to previous 

correspondence between Corsini and Lederer and 

problems with the mail. Lederer has heard of the 

bankruptcy of another merchant but has no 

details. 

Commerce suffered heavily during the 80-year 

War (1568-1648) with the Low Countries fighting 

for their independence from Spain.

The second half describes fights between the 

Protestants in the north and the Catholics in the 

south. Although there was not a battle at Lille, 

the town and some villages had surrendered and 

paid ransoms to the French troops, while the 

Spaniards had burned down many houses, taking 

peasants as prisoners, and violated women and 

children. The Dutch had demanded freedom of 

religion, and the writer hopes that everything will 

soon be settled, ‘I pray to God that He will grant 

us a favourable outcome.’



Commerce – Accra to Le Havre

Sent from Christiansbourg fort in Accra 

on 30 July 1788, received by Messieurs 

Foache Freres at Havre de Grace 23 

January 1789. 

Postmarked COLONIE PAR ROCHEFORT

The tri-angular trade from Accra (Slaves) 

to the West Indies, then to Copenhagen 

(Sugar), and from Le Havre (Wine).



Commerce – Accra to Le Havre

Dear Sirs!

By this occasion I did not want to miss, to 

have the honour to inform you that Monsieur 

le Capitaine le Borgne left here on the 5th of 

this Month, he has nothing for the Account of 

Messrs Pingel Meyer Prætorius & Comp in 

Copenhagen, 363 Captives & 51 Captives for 

which they paid the Passage. I believe I shall 

have the pleasure of sending Captain Neveu 

at the end of October, or at the beginning of 

November. Gentlemen, I beg you kindly to 

send me the ten barrels of wine we have 

requested, with the first occurrence for here.

I have the honour to be with great respect

Gentlemen

Your Most Humble Servant



Field Post – Napoleonic Wars

7 November 1806 with 

No. 23 GRAND ARMEE, 

written in Lübeck 

by a son to his father.

“The campaign against the Prussians has ended very happily, and all the Prussian forces have been 

destroyed. The battalion of Marshal Blucher, … has surrendered completely; …

“Lübeck township was entered yesterday in strength by the army commanded by Marshal Bernadotte. The 

20,000 Prussians, who had defended it, have been hunted and have suffered a crushing defeat. We took 

5000 prisoners and captured 25 canons. Prince Murat pursued the enemy with his cavalry and has forced 

them to surrender today.

“1200 Swedes, who were at Lübeck, have been forced to surrender when they were about to sail. … The 

Swedes had many killed and wounded, and the rest had been taken prisoner.

We can see that we are going to restart the war against the Prussians. I hope that we will have at least 

several days rest as they are well needed after the greatly tiring time, which we have endured. …” 



Field Post – The 1864 War

”... As you presumed, an armistice for a fortnight has now been agreed, and many soldiers have obtained a 

week’s leave. God willing that peace will be agreed after this brief respite. We spend time as before with 

the eternal training. ... ” The letter continues about the daily events at home on the farm and about the

animals, which his father obviously keeps him informed about.

The first extended armistice expires on 25 June 1864. 

17 June 1864, Christian Ravn, with the 

Danish forces at Feltpost No.2, writes 

regularly to his father in Vordingborg on 

the island of Sealand.

The 1864 War was fought between 

Denmark and Prussia-Austria, with a 

devastating defeat for Denmark, ending 

with the Treaty of Vienna 30 October 1864 

and Denmark's cession of the Duchies of 

Schleswig-Holstein.



Private Correspondence

“A fastsailing American ship, which often 

travels to New York from here in 60-70 

days, is leaving in a couple of days from 

here and I intend to send this letter with 

it, so that it can go with steamship via 

England to Copenhagen, where it should 

arrive in about three months.”

13 March 1841 – Letter from Steen Bille, Second in Command of the frigate Bellona, to his 

wife in Copenhagen. By hand, leaving Valparaiso 17 March, arriving New York 18 May 1841. 

By steamer via England to Hamburg SCHIFFS BRIEFPOST 14 JUL 1841 HAMBURG, arriving in 

Copenhagen Søndag 18de Juli. 123 days in transit.



Social Aspects: The Content

Bille has a thousand things to do with repairs and maintenance on the ship, particularly as the Captain (the Consul) went 

up to St. Iago and is stayng there.The advantage here is that the ship is close to land, so he can go on leave in the 

evening, although he has also been invited to come to St. Iago, probably as his advice is needed in some business, and 

he has always wanted to see the Cardilleres Mountains even if it is going to be expensive for him.

Otherwise life in Valparaiso is quite boring as he only knows Admiral Ross, and a Spanish familie from St. Iago, but they 

only speak a little French and mostly Spanish, so he cannot really participate in the conversations. The wife of the 

Consul is from Hamburg, but has recently given birth and is still a bit weak.

He also visits the German Club, where a number of young and pleasant Germans have made him and the ship’s officers 

to honorary members, so some playing Whist and having tea is very amenable. One Sunday they all went for ride up 

into the mountains. They had also invited their new friends for supper on board.

The port is still very busy, including military ships (an English, an American, a Chilean, and a Danish. The Commodore 

von Plaxton of the American ship had suddenly died, so a number of mourning ceremonies and canon salutes were 

arranged.

Bille asks his wife to tell Mrs Wulff and the two Mrs Suenson that she has received the letter and that their respective 

husbands are well. Commander Wulff and E. Suenson are in St. Iago and M. Suenson in Valparaiso. He also asks her to 

tell Adminral Wulff about this letter as he will be interested.



Social Aspects: Sender and Recipient

Who was the sender? 

Steen Bille (1797-1883) descended from a family of naval officers and 

served in the navy until he was appointed as the captain for the ‘Galathea’ 

expedition in 1845 to explore the Nicobar Islands and transfer the colonies of 

Trankebar and Frederiksnagore in India to the British East  India Company 

and to expand trade with China and the far East.

Who was the addressee? 

Caroline Christiane Sophie Frederikke von Bülow (1808-1887), parents: 

Franz Christoph von Bülow and Baroness Sophie Eleonora von Selby. Caroline 

is the wife of Steen Andersen Bille, and they had two sons and a daughter.



Social Aspects: Wax Seals

18 March 1760: 

WESTINDISK OG 

GUIN:RENTE: 

SAMT:GEN:TOLD  

CAMMERSEIGL  

 4 May 1811: 

WESTINDISK 

GUINEISK RENTE 

OG GEN: TOLD-

CAMMER

From 1658 to 1850 Denmark had small colonies on the Gold Coast in the Gulf of Guinea (Ghana). These were 

a series of small forts on the coast given the status of crown colonies from 1750. They were established with 

local princes for an annual fee, and slaves were brought there from the interior, sold to the Danes and then 

shipped across the Atlantic to the West Indies.



Social Aspects: Company Handstamp

27 July 1862, envelope sent from 

London to Copenhagen via Ostend, 

Aachen and Hamburg, arriving in 

Copenhagen 30 July 1860 by 11:00 am, 

marked Via Ostend. With P in oval (Van 

der Linden 2083) applied at Aachen, 

recorded from 1851.

Marked 6½ (pence) being the foreign 

share of the postage carried forward, 

and 2 (Silbergroschen) due to Denmark.

Oval company handstamp YSASI & Co  LONDON .

Victoriano Gregorio de Ysasi Jáuregui (c. 1816 - 8 August 1881) was a prominent Spanish wine merchant 

and philatelist, who lived in London from 1847. De Ysasi was an active member of The Philatelic Society, 

London, serving as vice president in 1880. He contributed significantly to philatelic scholarship, 

particularly regarding Spanish and colonial stamps. - On 8 August 1881, De Ysasi suffered fatal injuries in 

a railway accident at Blackburn railway station when a connecting train failed to stop. 



Social Aspects: Covers with Contents

10 November 1946 letter from Annedore 

in Essen to her cousin Lisbeth in the Ry 

Refugee Camp. Lisbeth and her father 

were in the camp from June 1945 to 

February 1949 when they were in a 

transit camp on their way home.

... we have received news about the Glogners 

and Goldbergs. They are still in Landsberg, 

under terrible conditions. What else to expect 

from the Polish scum. … So be happy, even if 

you are behind barbed wire. You are treated 

well and have good food. …It is still very cold 

here. We have our coats buttoned up in the 

office and are as frozen as icicles. …  Before 1 

November there is no heating. ...



Social Aspects: Postcard

Danish pre-printed Reply brevkort 17 August 1942, cancelled 

and censored in Berlin. Clara Sara Guter writes a ‘Farewell’ to 

her nephew in Denmark. She expects to be transported to 

Theresienstadt, and she died there on 29 April 1944, age 73.

From 1 January 1939 all Jews in Germany had to add Sara or 

Israel to their names to indicate their Jewishness.

“Meinen ausführlichen Brief hast du Lieber Erich wohl erhalten, worin 

ich Euch mitteilte, dass ich vor der Abreise stehe, auch auf dieser Karte 

wiederhole ich meine Gefühle und die Wünsche, es möge Euch gut 

ergehen, und ferner Aller Euch fernweilenden Angehörigen gedanken!“ 

(Ref. Heinz Wewer 16.10. 2021 - in 

the Yad Vashem Database and in the 

Gedenkbuch for German persons 

deported to Theresienstadt. 



Context

So, all these examples provide the context for a letter, the reason 

for a communication, and of course, a revenue document gives a 

lot of context.

Postal History is whatever you want it to be. 

It has always been a way of developing collecting and displaying – 

and still is.

… and all these items can be used in an Open Philately exhibit.



      A Revenue Document 

       is a very good example 

                    of Context

19 December 1906, an official document 

signed by the Royal Notary Georgius von 

Paschrowsy (?) in the Oberlandes Gerichts 

in Kiel, with two 10 Mark Prussian revenue 

stamps and one 1 Mark, all signed by the 

Notary, who has also written the whole 

very long and detailed document, by hand.

The document confirms the sale of a 

farming property from B Lorenzen to 

Wilhelm Hug, both of Wimmersbüll south 

of  Tondern in north Schleswig.



Postal History Guidelines

The FIP Guidelines for Postal History is divided into three sections:

1. Class 2A - Postal History exhibits relating to postal services and systems - briefly 

called ‘Routes and Rates’

2. Class 2B - Marcophily exhibits relates to the study and classification of postal 

markings

3. Class 2C - Historical, Social and Special Study exhibits - relates to postal history 

studies in the broadest sense

     Such exhibits examine the interaction of the postal system with history,

     society, events, commerce, or the historical geography of an area; and

     the effect the postal system has had on humanity, and humanity on the

     postal system.



Open Philately seeks to broaden the range of exhibiting and to allow philatelists to 

include objects from other collecting fields in support of, and in order to develop, an 

understanding of the philatelic material shown. 

It provides an opportunity to present the range of research undertaken by showing 

the philatelic material in its cultural, social, industrial, commercial, or other context 

and to show wider and deeper knowledge of the topic. 

1 The philatelic material must be at least 50% of the exhibit. 

2 It is not a requirement that the non-philatelic material comprises half of the exhibit, 

but the variety of the non-philatelic material will influence the judging of ‘Treatment’ 

as well as ‘Material’. 

An Open Philately exhibit shows the dual aspects of philatelic and non-philatelic 

material, and the exhibit must develop the chosen subject in an imaginative and 

creative manner.

Open Philately Guidelines



The main difference between Postal History Class 2C and 

Open Philately is the amount of non-philatelic material used.

In Postal History the non-philatelic material must have 

close relation to the philatelic items and illustrate these.

In Open Philately the non-philatelic material must illustrate 

the philatelic items and bring the story forward.

   

        

Postal History Class 2C and Open Philately



Postal History Class 2C

Two examples of pages from a Postal History Class 2C exhibit

(Refugee Camps in Denmark 1945-1949, p.36 and p.47)







Open Philately

Two examples of pages with a variety of philatelic and non-philatelic material.

(Denmark: Conscience, Conflict, and Camps 1932-1949, p.2 and p.41)







Open Philately

An example of a page with only philatelic material

(Denmark: Conscience, Conflict, and Camps 1932-1949, p.36)





Open Philately

An example of a page with only non-philatelic material

(Denmark: Conscience, Conflict, and Camps 1932-1949, p.43)





(The Re-Unification of Southern Jutland with Denmark 1864-1920)



Variety of Non-Philatelic Items in Open Philately



What is in a Name?

Whatever we call a display or exhibit, Postal History, Social 

Philately, or Open Philately - does it matter?

Only at competitive exhibitions - anywhere else we can do what we 

want and enjoy collecting, displaying, exhibiting, and sharing with 

our friends.

So, whichever is your preference, Postal History or Open Philately, 

there is an Open Goal for you …



Thank you very much

for your interest 

and enjoy your collecting, 

displaying, and exhibiting
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