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WHAT IS POSTAL HISTORY?
24 September 2025

An Open Goal ...




So, a Danish Rune Stone

King Harald ordered that these stones be made
after Gorm his Father and after Thyra his Mother
- the Harald who gathered the whole of
Denmark and Norway and made the Danes
Christian.

About 900 AC




Postal Administrations - Danish Royal Decree
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Royal Decree by the Danish King Frederik IlI,
30 November 1653, regarding the
organisation of postmen in Denmark and
Norway. The ten pages detail how and when
the mail should be handled across the vast
area covered by the Kingdom, including
Hamburg. The Decree is already in effect
under the General Postmaster, Povel
Klingenberg.

F.Ex. “2.The present organisation of the post
will continue between Copenhagen and
Christiania (Oslo) as previously, and the
Governor must arrange for letters from
Copenhagen to Christiania, in winter as well as
in summer to be delivered exactly within six
days.”



Postal Administrations - Thurn and Taxis

—

22nd November 1862, Entire letter sent from
Lubeck to Bordeaux with postage paid by the
receiver, noted with handstamp 6 Decimes (used
in Paris on Lubeck-Hamburg Thurn and Taxis
mail). Datestamped LUEBECK F.TH.u.TAX.P.A.

second type without year (ArGe 87), used 1853-
1860.

The Thurn-und-Taxis Post was a private postal service, a successor to the Imperial Reichspost
of the Holy Roman Empire. The Thurn-und-Taxis Post was operated by the Princely House of
Thurn and Taxis between 1806 and 1867, based in Regensburg from its creation in 1806
until 1810 when it relocated to Frankfurt am Main where it remained until 1867.



Commerce - The Corsini Correspondence
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22 November 1579 merchant’s mail, carried privately,
from Mathia Lederer in Antwerp
to the Magnificent Domino Philippo Corsini in London.



Commerce - The Corsini Correspondence

—

The first part of the letter refers to previous
correspondence between Corsini and Lederer and
problems with the mail. Lederer has heard of the
bankruptcy of another merchant but has no
details.

Commerce suffered heavily during the 80-year
War (1568-1648) with the Low Countries fighting

for their independence from Spain. Dy (e iy R s A f‘j":”i'h;‘{’,?,;ﬂ‘; )
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Commerce - Accra to Le Havre

Sent from Christiansbourg fort in Accra
on 30 July 1788, received by Messieurs
Foache Freres at Havre de Grace 23
January 1789.

Postmarked COLONIE PAR ROCHEFORT

The tri-angular trade from Accra (Slaves)
to the West Indies, then to Copenhagen
(Sugar), and from Le Havre (Wine).




Commerce - Accra to Le Havre
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Dear Sirs!
. By this occasion | did not want to miss, to
et e N o u e bl e Drzmve /"3;, have the honour to inform you that Monsieur
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Your Most Humble Servant



Field Post - Napoleonic Wars

—
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“The campaign against the Prussians has ended very happily, and all the Prussian forces have been
destroyed. The battalion of Marshal Blucher, ... has surrendered completely; ...

7 November 1806 with
No. 23 GRAND ARMEE,
written in Liibeck

by a son to his father.

“Lubeck township was entered yesterday in strength by the army commanded by Marshal Bernadotte. The
20,000 Prussians, who had defended it, have been hunted and have suffered a crushing defeat. We took
5000 prisoners and captured 25 canons. Prince Murat pursued the enemy with his cavalry and has forced
them to surrender today.

“1200 Swedes, who were at Liibeck, have been forced to surrender when they were about to sail. ... The
Swedes had many killed and wounded, and the rest had been taken prisoner.

We can see that we are going to restart the war against the Prussians. | hope that we will have at least
several days rest as they are well needed after the greatly tiring time, which we have endured. ...”




Field Post - The 1864 War

17 June 1864, Christian Ravn, with the
Danish forces at Feltpost No.2, writes
regularly to his father in Vordingborg on
the island of Sealand.

Loz 2 y The 1864 War was fought between

e .-r".-f"‘:g'#-.‘?-?.rff_;;;}
o A I Denmark and Prussia-Austria, with a
ﬁ/—\ devastating defeat for Denmark, ending
Lt M:f«f’y = with the Treaty of Vienna 30 October 1864

and Denmark's cession of the Duchies of
Schleswig-Holstein.

”... As you presumed, an armistice for a fortnight has now been agreed, and many soldiers have obtained a
week’s leave. God willing that peace will be agreed after this brief respite. We spend time as before with
the eternal training. ... ” The letter continues about the daily events at home on the farm and about the
animals, which his father obviously keeps him informed about.

The first extended armistice expires on 25 June 1864.



Private Correspondence

—
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P e~ TR A “A fastsailing American ship, which often
travels to New York from here in 60-70
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iy TS - % B here and | intend to send this letter with
it I - it, so that it can go with steamship via
Pt T M i
3 aiife England to Copenhagen, where it should

13 March 1841 - Letter from Steen Bille, Second in Command of the frigate Bellona, to his
wife in Copenhagen. By hand, leaving Valparaiso 17 March, arriving New York 18 May 1841.
By steamer via England to Hamburg SCHIFFS BRIEFPOST 14 JUL 1841 HAMBURG, arriving in

Copenhagen Sondag 18de Juli. 123 days in transit.



Social Aspects: The Content

—

Bille has a thousand things to do with repairs and maintenance on the ship, particularly as the Captain (the Consul) went
up to St. lago and is stayng there.The advantage here is that the ship is close to land, so he can go on leave in the
evening, although he has also been invited to come to St. lago, probably as his advice is needed in some business, and
he has always wanted to see the Cardilleres Mountains even if it is going to be expensive for him.

Otherwise life in Valparaiso is quite boring as he only knows Admiral Ross, and a Spanish familie from St. lago, but they
only speak a little French and mostly Spanish, so he cannot really participate in the conversations. The wife of the
Consul is from Hamburg, but has recently given birth and is still a bit weak.

He also visits the German Club, where a number of young and pleasant Germans have made him and the ship’s officers
to honorary members, so some playing Whist and having tea is very amenable. One Sunday they all went for ride up
into the mountains. They had also invited their new friends for supper on board.

The port is still very busy, including military ships (an English, an American, a Chilean, and a Danish. The Commodore
von Plaxton of the American ship had suddenly died, so a number of mourning ceremonies and canon salutes were
arranged.

Bille asks his wife to tell Mrs Wulff and the two Mrs Suenson that she has received the letter and that their respective
husbands are well. Commander Wulff and E. Suenson are in St. lago and M. Suenson in Valparaiso. He also asks her to
tell Adminral Wulff about this letter as he will be interested.



Social Aspects: Sender and Recipient
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Who was the sender?

Steen Bille (1797-1883) descended from a family of naval officers and
served in the navy until he was appointed as the captain for the ‘Galathea’
expedition in 1845 to explore the Nicobar Islands and transfer the colonies of
Trankebar and Frederiksnagore in India to the British East India Company
and to expand trade with China and the far East.

Who was the addressee?

Caroline Christiane Sophie Frederikke von Biilow (1808-1887), parents:
Franz Christoph von Biilow and Baroness Sophie Eleonora von Selby. Caroline
is the wife of Steen Andersen Bille, and they had two sons and a daughter.



Social Aspects: Wax Seals
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- 418 March 1760: d
 WESTINDISK OG
GUIN:RENTE:
~ SAMT:GEN:TOLD
CAMMERSEIGL

> 4 May 1811:
- WESTINDISK
- GUINEISK RENTE
- OG GEN: TOLD-
- CAMMER

From 1658 to 1850 Denmark had small colonies on the Gold Coast in the Gulf of Guinea (Ghana). These were
a series of small forts on the coast given the status of crown colonies from 1750. They were established with
local princes for an annual fee, and slaves were brought there from the interior, sold to the Danes and then

shipped across the Atlantic to the West Indies.




Social Aspects: Company Handstamp

27 July 1862, envelope sent from
London to Copenhagen via Ostend,
Aachen and Hamburg, arriving in
Copenhagen 30 July 1860 by 11:00 am,
marked Via Ostend. With P in oval (Van
der Linden 2083) applied at Aachen,
recorded from 1851.

Marked 6}z (pence) being the foreign
share of the postage carried forward,
and 2 (Silbergroschen) due to Denmark.

Oval company handstamp YSASI & Co & LONDON ¥,

Victoriano Gregorio de Ysasi Jauregui (c. 1816 - 8 August 1881) was a prominent Spanish wine merchant
and philatelist, who lived in London from 1847. De Ysasi was an active member of The Philatelic Society,
London, serving as vice president in 1880. He contributed significantly to philatelic scholarship,
particularly regarding Spanish and colonial stamps. - On 8 August 1881, De Ysasi suffered fatal injuries in
a railway accident at Blackburn railway station when a connecting train failed to stop.



Social Aspects: Covers with Contents

 ——

10 November 1946 letter from Annedore
in Essen to her cousin Lisbeth in the Ry
Refugee Camp. Lisbeth and her father
were in the camp from June 1945 to
February 1949 when they were in a
transit camp on their way home.

... we have received news about the Glogners
and Goldbergs. They are still in Landsberg,
under terrible conditions. What else to expect
from the Polish scum. ... So be happy, even if
you are behind barbed wire. You are treated
well and have good food. ...It is still very cold
here. We have our coats buttoned up in the
office and are as frozen as icicles. ... Before 1
November there is no heating. ...




Social Aspects: Postcard

Danish pre-printed Reply brevkort 17 August 1942, cancelled
and censored in Berlin. Clara Sara Guter writes a ‘Farewell’ to
her nephew in Denmark. She expects to be transported to

Theresienstadt, and she died there on 29 April 1944, age 73.

From 1 January 1939 all Jews in Germany had to add Sara or
Israel to their names to indicate their Jewishness.

“Meinen ausfiihrlichen Brief hast du Lieber Erich wohl erhalten, worin
ich Euch mitteilte, dass ich vor der Abreise stehe, auch auf dieser Karte
wiederhole ich meine Gefiihle und die Wiinsche, es moge Euch gut
ergehen, und ferner Aller Euch fernweilenden Angehérigen gedanken!”
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(Ref. Heinz Wewer 16.10. 2021 - in
the Yad Vashem Database and in the
Gedenkbuch for German persons
deported to Theresienstadt.
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So, all these examples provide the context for a letter, the reason

for a communication, and of course, a revenue document gives a
lot of context.

Postal History is whatever you want it to be.

It has always been a way of developing collecting and displaying -
and still is.

... and all these items can be used in an Open Philately exhibit.
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A Revenue Document

is a very good example

of Context

—

19 December 1906, an official document
signed by the Royal Notary Georgius von
Paschrowsy (?) in the Oberlandes Gerichts
in Kiel, with two 10 Mark Prussian revenue
stamps and one 1 Mark, all signed by the
Notary, who has also written the whole
very long and detailed document, by hand.

The document confirms the sale of a
farming property from B Lorenzen to
Wilhelm Hug, both of Wimmersbill south
of Tondern in north Schleswig.



Postal History Guidelines

o

The FIP Guidelines for Postal History is divided into three sections:

1.

Class 2A - Postal History exhibits relating to postal services and systems - briefly
called ‘Routes and Rates’

Class 2B - Marcophily exhibits relates to the study and classification of postal
markings

Class 2C - Historical, Social and Special Study exhibits - relates to postal history
studies in the broadest sense

Such exhibits examine the interaction of the postal system with history,
society, events, commerce, or the historical geography of an area; and
the effect the postal system has had on humanity, and humanity on the
postal system.



Open Philately Guidelines

—

Open Philately seeks to broaden the range of exhibiting and to allow philatelists to
include objects from other collecting fields in support of, and in order to develop, an
understanding of the philatelic material shown.

It provides an opportunity to present the range of research undertaken by showing
the philatelic material in its cultural, social, industrial, commercial, or other context
and to show wider and deeper knowledge of the topic.

1 The philatelic material must be at least 50% of the exhibit.

2 It is not a requirement that the non-philatelic material comprises half of the exhibit,
but the variety of the non-philatelic material will influence the judging of ‘Treatment’
as well as ‘Material’.

An Open Philately exhibit shows the dual aspects of philatelic and non-philatelic
material, and the exhibit must develop the chosen subject in an imaginative and
creative manner.



Postal History Class 2C and Open Philately
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The main difference between Postal History Class 2C and
Open Philately is the amount of non-philatelic material used.

In Postal History the non-philatelic material must have
close relation to the philatelic items and illustrate these.

In Open Philately the non-philatelic material must illustrate
the philatelic items and bring the story forward.



Postal History Class 2C
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Two examples of pages from a Postal History Class 2C exhibit

(Refugee Camps in Denmark 1945-1949, p.36 and p.47)



Camps In North West Jutland - Lemvig
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53 the Rom | camp to her friend Lisbeth Mask in the Ry camg (1ee pp 47-48)
with can hand wamp Flyginingelsjren Rom pe. Lorvig |
Geitind Sedat o R e
e - .
| Lnthtlln‘jatu&t‘. Ebm! P’r iﬁwy Lisbeth recerend chi lener on 21 March 1947 and repled on & june 1947,
Balgeke 537
2%
Ghyginin g
Le o
Talt. LA A a4
Lrttn pulhian. mans’ o L3 I"‘|
' o

I& %4!- 7 X . Above - The old peophe’s barrack in Rom Above - Two children in burk bedi in Rom
ﬂn,, ‘9 Phoeagraphs: Handspsseds Arbog | 985, Hatorisk Somfund for Ringlebing Amt - Leemvip-Egrarm hissonike Arky,

-
‘a¢'%r£ Botwom left - 28 June 1947 anocher lerter from DANMARK

a Gertrud, in the Rom | camp, to har friend Lisbath ¢ 1 P'ﬁﬂ' i [ i
< . ¥ - with centorthip hand stamp Postkontoret | :"Ilﬂh'”' Gl -

Fiygtningalajren | Rom [ pr. Lemvig Tel. 312 3, el h'lr
Postkdntoret ;
Fiygagelas 8 a3 Libeth reconed the lecer on 28 fune 1747, . rete By

pr. Lamwig leil 312

Botiom right - 15 Septernbar | 947 posteard with

2570 ere overprine, foreign postcard rave, with

ceraorship hand wamp Flygtningalejren | Rom | in 1toohland mii frana.
pr. Lamvig, Talf, 312 = .

Margarete Brand in Rom | writes, “Ouwr comp & jeralichen Gru snhagkor y
being dimsofved. Win ove tidying up and cleaning aut. Much i - { sl e
b ket Brefuind ond ol borrocks must be repoined. Wi o I ALy
Dbnui4$D,benﬂ’:Hu’H s pone to Germony with the

French transpan ™

20



Camps in Mid Jutiand = Ry near Silkeborg

Ry, south-soxt of Slkebory hod been o Germon aicfield, and juxt after the war the buskdngs ond
baracks were used 1o house |, |00 German refupees. The comp increaned au mevsy emaller comps
were chied, ond it held 8738 refigees by | Ocober 1944, including two honpiol bulldmgs.
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Ayginingelniren

Top left - 3 August 1948 inter-camp better to
Linkseth Maak from her friend, Meta, st the Rom
rehiges camp (soe pp 35-35) with the cersorthip
hand samp CENSURERET [ Flyginingelejren,
Wom | Lemvig on che reverse

Abowve - Parmit for Liesbeth Maack and Ela
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Top right - Drawing by 8 Garman refuges child
sherwing gathering of wood.
Sowrce: Fygtninge | Danmark | §45-1 949,

Bottom left - 19 August 1947 cover from Francs to
a refuges 3t Flyveplads Rye. The becer has no

1 Mideie right - 10 November 1947 cover from
Rye Fiyveplatz Lager Nr. 37-0% 1o bew York
with the rare cansorship hand stamp W | Post-
kontrol [ Flygtningelejren | “Rye Fiyveplads™.
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i]f'w".




Open Philately
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Two examples of pages with a variety of philatelic and non-philatelic material.

(Denmark: Conscience, Conflict, and Camps 1932-1949, p.2 and p.41)



CONSCIENCE - Political Extremism in the 1930s
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C__{_INFI.I:CT - Resistance: Sabotage
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Open Philately
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An example of a page with only philatelic material

(Denmark: Conscience, Conflict, and Camps 1932-1949, p.36)



CONFLICT - Returned Mail
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wceipation fnsed el Septambser 945

& hght - § Jume 194] Ragatarad
ferer froe Amalerbong Paists: ithe
Roysl Resdess] in Copenhagen to
Tharshwn on the Faroe lends

t wan comared in Barke with orched
. Al and by the Rritivh with P.C.%0

OPENED BY | Examiner 4174

it was initisly COMDEMNED but
haskd urndl RELEASED, when it was
cancelied in Copanhages & Febeuary
| 948, Thas leteer svermually arrved in
Theeshavn on 12 February 1944




Open Philately

‘\

An example of a page with only non-philatelic material

(Denmark: Conscience, Conflict, and Camps 1932-1949, p.43)



CONFLICT - Resistance: Humour

Al wr dropped hllunlhtfnmaf;hllmﬂrl"ﬂu{huqtﬂlﬁn}fmm
the Company Danmark, for feod and irrecoeerakle cheques at a votal of 1,059 900,000
Krwr - Second remindes.

Privazely “defuced” 1-are coin with LEVE DANMARK (Lsc
Clarwmark Live] o6 the frose sed MED MED HITLER [Down
with Hiler] oo the revera,

Ballwvaed 1o have Been produced by weorkers 3t Burmedster &
Wadn, the lrge Copenhagen sbipyard,

hﬂﬂhﬂ Iytber (Waich out! Informers aboon)

Right - Wiatch aut? Indarman asvesdireg, and fwap Danivh

|rves for sbeer.

PasS PAR
O RN | S

PAS PAA
[Watch put far {55 VD spreadars).

®e

The “moira™ wers woid 1o provide funds for the ressanos
b, O Feckls pmhlwlmmh s 19
certury, wnd the ocher has the slogan GA STILLE MED
CORENE (WALLS HANE EARS), which appears in English an
tha reversa.

Lef - & Diarinh 55 volunbesr insiss that
3 [Darviah poiice ofcer mwhoes the rame

wnd addrem af & pung wosan becuuse
sha i wearing a home knitbed Fat in tha

L uTeL

Besviire: Conwinsrs. Corfics asd Compas 19131948 Py pe &3




Memories:

il Silver Brooch Christian X; i1 Silver Pin Dybbal Malle; Silver Spoon with two Slesvig Lions; 100 Year Commemoration Minisheet 2020

FLAKAT #0& AFSIEMP R GEN | SONCERIT LLARE 1770

" [2] Above: Sterling silver brooch ‘Der
rider en Konge' » King Christlan X on the
wihite: horse with enambled Danrebrog
backdrop and surround with people in
silhuet, hearts, and harley carn.

Designed by Erik FMagnussen (Silversmith)
Modelled by Harald Salomon

(Medallist to dhe Royal Danish Mint)
Minted by the Royal Danish Minc

[1] Above: propaganda poster as postcard showing
Mother Denmark, in lght and bright colours, carrying the
Dannebrog, and with a background of a dark and gloomy

Gorman sagle

Now Denmark coils
her chitdren home
Farewel| farever

ypou German eagle

Artist: Thor Bagelund (1864 1959)
Text Hans Ahlmann {1881-1932)
Printer: Winds Bogtrykker|, Hadersiey

Posteard from Koldinghusmusest Ensret

(The Re-Unification of Southern Jutland with Denmark 1864-1920)

[5] Right: Danish mintaticashest ssued 10 july 2020 in
commemoration of Ganfareningen 100 Ar (The Re-Unificarion
100 Years)

The stamps shaw the siege ot Dybbel 864 by Prussian rocps
aftar the Danish retreat from the defence at Dannevirke, From
15 March the redoubts were being bombarded by the enenmy
uneil the final azeack on 18 April. whien the Danes ware beaben
and the troops being evacuated to Fynen and Marth Jucland.

This battla, which |ef 3,000 dead and Injured an both sides.
was tha first attended by Red Crass observers

Bertll § jorpensan/Phote: P Clausen  POSTNORD 2020

&1 [3] Above: Starling siver pin picturing
the symbalic Dybhsl Malle.

Produced by the A Dragswed family
goldsmith business in Copenhagen,
appointed 1o the Royal Danish Caurt,

[4] Right: Danish Searling silver spacn,

lluseraginn: The two Slesvig llons, encirclad by

stilised Cranish flags and hesrts, SLESVIG 1920

Hallrmarks: ASM, Thres towers + 23 (year);
H with T aned F: Assayer's Mark;

Christian F Helse (1904-1932);

Crowrn with M below: A. Michelsen,

Piebiscite Page &4
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Variety of Non-Philatelic Items in Open Philately ey
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What is in a Name?

\

Whatever we call a display or exhibit, Postal History, Social
Philately, or Open Philately - does it matter?

Only at competitive exhibitions - anywhere else we can do what we
want and enjoy collecting, displaying, exhibiting, and sharing with
our friends.

So, whichever is your preference, Postal History or Open Philately,
there is an Open Goal for you ...
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